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Alki Beach Academy Form Letter 

I am commenting regarding the Delridge segment of the West Seattle Link extension. I oppose any alternatives that 
require the relocation of Alki Beach Academy in the Frye Commerce Center (2414 SW Andover St). Alki Beach 
Academy is a large child care center with plans to grow exponentially in the near future, becoming the largest child 
care program in the city. With the child care shortage as it stands, worsened by the pandemic, the last thing we 
should be doing is displacing the programs providing the type of high-quality early learning opportunities our children 
desperately need. 

In terms of meeting the Delridge community with the light rail service it needs, stations further south on Delridge 
would provide a much more accessible transit system than DEL-5 or DEL-6. Retaining a large child care provider in 
the vicinity of light rail is also in line with the equitable transit-oriented development goals, which Sound Transit and 
local/regional governments are supposed to emphasize (North Delridge Action Plan, Equitable TOD Policy, VISION 
2050, Seattle Comprehensive Plan, Growing Transit Communities Compact). As Seattle continues to grow, it is vital 
that we maintain -- or, better, improve -- access to certain core services and amenities, including employment and 
education opportunities. Especially high-quality early learning services that help our young children develop the social 
and academic skills for future success.  

If required to relocate, Alki Beach Academy will be a 20,000 square foot facility serving at least 300 children at the 
time of its move. A move of this size, cost, and complexity is not one that is financially feasible for the program, will 
guarantee they move out of West Seattle, and would have tremendously detrimental impacts on the provision of child 
care in 98106. It would also cost at least $1.5 million and require 24-30 months to engineer, design, plan, and 
renovate any replacement location. At its future size, Alki Beach Academy will provide nearly 1 in 4 slots for infant 
care and 1 in 5 overall child care slots in our zip code at a rate 10% below the median cost of care in Seattle .As a 
parent of a child at Alki Beach Academy, I am asking that Sound Transit allow this program to continue serving our 
community as they have for nearly a decade.   

Please do not force them to relocate. 

Additional talking points: 

 The Draft EIS needs to be updated to include Alki Beach Academy as a social resource(Appendix L4.4, Table
L4.4-1).

 At the time of relocation, Alki Beach Academy will care for nearly 100 more children than the largest center
currently listed in the Draft EIS (Table L4.4-1 and Table L4.4-2).

 Based on the most recent assessments of the local child care industry, current providers can only provide care
for 46% of children at or below the age of 5. This is based on pre-pandemic data (at least 1 in 5 child care
programs in King County were at least temporarily closed due to COVID impacts by the most recent count).

 Alki Beach Academy is the only child care program on the peninsula that may be impacted by the project and is
the largest child care provider in the Delridge corridor. The Delridge corridor (98106) is the lowest-income zip
code, the most racially diverse zip code on the peninsula, and includes some of the lowest opportunity areas in
the city. Removing ABA from this community would impose a disproportionate impact on these communities.

 The alternatives that would require the program’s relocation need to include this impact in their descriptions
where appropriate.

 The Draft EIS needs to include a detailed description of the barriers to relocating a program of this size (20,000
square feet).

 The Draft EIS needs to include a detailed description of the impact to child care supply in 98106 if the program is
relocated.

 The Draft EIS needs to include language acknowledging that the program’s relocation would conflict with the
environmental justice and racial equity goals of Seattle, King County, the Puget Sound Regional Council, and
Sound Transit.

 Sound Transit is only required to pay $50,000 in reestablishment expenses, which is about 3% of the estimated
construction costs to reestablish Alki Beach Academy -- excluding moving expenses(Real Property Acquisitions
and Relocation Policy, Sec. 9.4)
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Appendix O. Draft EIS Comment Summary and Response to Comments 

Comment Responses: 

Comment Response 

I am commenting regarding the Delridge segment of the West 
Seattle Link extension. I oppose any alternatives that require 
the relocation of Alki Beach Academy in the Frye Commerce 
Center (2414 SW Andover St). Alki Beach Academy is a large 
child care center with plans to grow exponentially in the near 
future, becoming the largest child care program in the city. With 
the child care shortage as it stands, worsened by the 
pandemic, the last thing we should be doing is displacing the 
programs providing the type of high-quality early learning 
opportunities our children desperately need. 

Please see response to CC4.4c in Table 7-1 in 
Chapter 7, Comment Summary, of the West 
Seattle Link Extension Final EIS.  
Impacts to Alki Beach Academy have been 
added to Section 4.4, Social Resources, 
Community Facilities, and Neighborhoods, of 
the West Seattle Link Extension Final EIS. 

In terms of meeting the Delridge community with the light rail 
service it needs, stations further south on Delridge would 
provide a much more accessible transit system than DEL-5 or 
DEL-6. Retaining a large child care provider in the vicinity of 
light rail is also in line with the equitable transit-oriented 
development goals, which Sound Transit and local/regional 
governments are supposed to emphasize (North Delridge 
Action Plan, Equitable TOD Policy, VISION 2050, Seattle 
Comprehensive Plan, Growing Transit Communities Compact). 
As Seattle continues to grow, it is vital that we maintain -- or, 
better, improve -- access to certain core services and 
amenities, including employment and education opportunities. 
Especially high-quality early learning services that help our 
young children develop the social and academic skills for future 
success.  

Sound Transit has worked with the City of 
Seattle and other stakeholders since the Draft 
EIS to refine station locations and designs to 
maximize ridership, access, and passenger 
experience.  
Please see responses to CCG2 and CCG3 in 
Table 7-1.  
See Section 4.2, Land Use, for information on 
transit-oriented development.  

If required to relocate, Alki Beach Academy will be a 20,000 
square foot facility serving at least 300 children at the time of its 
move. A move of this size, cost, and complexity is not one that 
is financially feasible for the program, will guarantee they move 
out of West Seattle, and would have tremendously detrimental 
impacts on the provision of child care in 98106. It would also 
cost at least $1.5 million and require 24-30 months to engineer, 
design, plan, and renovate any replacement location. At its 
future size, Alki Beach Academy will provide nearly 1 in 4 slots 
for infant care and 1 in 5 overall child care slots in our zip code 
at a rate 10% below the median cost of care in Seattle .As a 
parent of a child at Alki Beach Academy, I am asking that 
Sound Transit allow this program to continue serving our 
community as they have for nearly a decade.  
Please do not force them to relocate. 

Sound Transit acknowledges the inconvenience 
and hardship of relocating a residence or 
business. Please see the mitigation section in 
Section 4.1, Acquisitions, Displacements, and 
Relocations, of the West Seattle Link Extension 
Final EIS for more information on support 
Sound Transit would provide to help find new 
homes or sites, solve problems that might 
occur, and plan for relocation. 
Please see response to CC4.4c in Table 7-1. 

• The Draft EIS needs to be updated to include Alki Beach
Academy as a social resource (Appendix L4.4, Table L4.4-1). 

Impacts to Alki Beach Academy have been 
added to Section 4.4, Social Resources, 
Community Facilities, and Neighborhoods, of 
the West Seattle Link Extension Final EIS. 

• At the time of relocation, Alki Beach Academy will care for
nearly 100 more children than the largest center currently
listed in the Draft EIS (Table L4.4-1 and Table L4.4-2).

• Based on the most recent assessments of the local child care
industry, current providers can only provide care for 46% of
children at or below the age of 5. This is based on pre-
pandemic data (at least 1 in 5 child care programs in King
County were at least temporarily closed due to COVID
impacts by the most recent count).

Please see response to CC4.4c in Table 7-1. 
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Comment Response 

• Alki Beach Academy is the only child care program on the
peninsula that may be impacted by the project and is the
largest child care provider in the Delridge corridor. The
Delridge corridor (98106) is the lowest-income zip code, the
most racially diverse zip code on the peninsula, and includes
some of the lowest opportunity areas in the city. Removing
ABA from this community would impose a disproportionate
impact on these communities. The alternatives that would
require the program’s relocation need to include this impact in
their descriptions where appropriate.

Impacts to Alki Beach Academy have been 
added to Appendix G, Environmental Justice, of 
the West Seattle Link Extension Final EIS.  

• The Draft EIS needs to include a detailed description of the
barriers to relocating a program of this size (20,000 square
feet).

• The Draft EIS needs to include a detailed description of the
impact to child care supply in 98106 if the program is
relocated.

• The Draft EIS needs to include language acknowledging that
the program’s relocation would conflict with the environmental
justice and racial equity goals of Seattle, King County, the
Puget Sound Regional Council, and Sound Transit.

• Sound Transit is only required to pay $50,000 in
reestablishment expenses, which is about 3% of the
estimated construction costs to reestablish Alki Beach
Academy -- excluding moving expenses(Real Property
Acquisitions and Relocation Policy, Sec. 9.4)

In developing alternatives, Sound Transit 
avoids and minimizes impacts where possible, 
but some displacement would be unavoidable. 
Sound Transit will work closely with each 
displaced business to determine its needs and 
help it find a new site if the owner chooses to 
relocate. Section 4.1, Acquisitions, 
Displacements, and Relocations, of the West 
Seattle Link Extension Final EIS provides 
information on property acquisition and 
relocation processes, as well as the relocation 
assistance and benefits that Sound Transit will 
provide. Information about affected properties is 
provided in Appendix L4.1 and includes the 
properties noted in the comment. Sound Transit 
is aware of and appreciates the role of your 
business within the community.  
Impacts to Alki Beach Academy have been 
added to Section 4.4, Social Resources, 
Community Facilities, and Neighborhoods, of 
the West Seattle Link Extension Final EIS. 
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Communication Contacts 

500828 Christie Rousso 

500860 Lauren Starkey 

500882 Joseph Mangan 

501400 Matthew Hafermann 

501403 Brandy Fouts 

502187 Annika Ittes 

502188 James Donohue 

502198 Tiffany Jones 

502202 Eleanor Walstad 

502207 Cathrin  Anderson 

502231 Juliana Winters 

502234 Paul Winters 

502247 Landry Christofferson 

502261 Haley Smith 

502349 Sean Anderson 

502359 Bridget  Igoe 

502434 Jane Luterek 

502465 Chloe Wear 

502466 Brandon Wear 

502483 Chloe Erwin 

502563 Polo DeCano 

502571 Amy Drzayich 

502575 Blake Hufman 

502631 Roman Schindlauer 

502875 Inga  Shigetani 

502946 Jessica McCaffrey 

503039 Garrett McCaffrey 

503053 Brad Finnegan 

503054 Tim Tilbury 

503092 Sarah Mikhitarian 

503245 Elizabeth Armstrong 

504002 Claudia Villa 

504003 Mario Villa 
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Communication ID: 500828 

Communication ( 4/20/2022 ) 

I am commenting regarding the Delridge segment of the West Seattle Link extension. I oppose any 

alternatives that require the relocation of Alki Beach Academy in the Frye Commerce Center (2414 

SW Andover St). Alki Beach Academy is a large child care center with plans to grow exponentially 

in the near future, becoming the largest child care program in the city. With the child care shortage 

as it stands, worsened by the pandemic, the last thing we should be doing is displacing the 

programs providing the type of high-quality early learning opportunities our children desperately 

need. 

In terms of meeting the Delridge community with the light rail service it needs, stations further 

south on Delridge would provide a much more accessible transit system than DEL-5 or DEL-6. 

Retaining a large child care provider in the vicinity of light rail is also in line with the equitable 

transit-oriented development goals, which Sound Transit and local/regional governments are 

supposed to emphasize (North Delridge Action Plan, Equitable TOD Policy, VISION 2050, Seattle 

Comprehensive Plan, Growing Transit Communities Compact). As Seattle continues to grow, it is 

vital that we maintain -- or, better, improve -- access to certain core services and amenities, 

including employment and education opportunities. Especially high-quality early learning services 

that help our young children develop the social and academic skills for future success. 

If required to relocate, Alki Beach Academy will be a 20,000 square foot facility serving at least 300 

children at the time of its move. A move of this size, cost, and complexity is not one that is 

financially feasible for the program, will guarantee they move out of West SeatUe, and would have 

tremendously detrimental impacts on the provision of child care in 98106. It would also cost at least 

$1.5 million and require 24-30 months to engineer, design, plan, and renovate any replacement 

location. At its future size, Alki Beach Academy will provide nearly 1 in 4 slots for infant care and 1 

in 5 overall child care slots in our zip code at a rate 10% below the median cost of care in Seattle. 

As a parent of a child at Alki Beach Academy, I am asking that Sound Transit allow this program to 

continue serving our community as they have for nearly a decade. Please do not force them to 

relocate. 

Owner(s): 

Contact ID Name Type Phones Email 

1075451 Christie Rousso Individual christierousso@gmail.com 
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