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S-001-001

Thank you for your letter. Sound Transit has appreciated the

collaborative communication and coordination with DAHP during the

Lynnwood Link Extension EIS and Section 106 reviews.
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S-002-001

Thank you for describing the linkage between the University of

Washington’s Department of Scandinavian Studies and the Seattle

Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church. Following the Draft EIS, the Sound

Transit Board directed Sound Transit to develop a Preferred Alternative

that would avoid displacing the church.  The Final EIS describes the

additional engineering Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue

NE and avoid the potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none

of the Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace

the church or the church hall.  

Although construction activities will be adjacent to the church, Sound

Transit will work closely with the church to maintain access, minimize

parking loss, and reduce other potential construction disruptions to

ongoing church and center activities.  The primary construction in the

area would be ongoing for 1-2 years in the area, but major construction

activities would be shorter duration.  For temporary impacts such as

truck traffic, detours, noise, dust, light and glare, Sound Transit proposes

best management practices to avoid and minimize impacts in Sections

3.6, 4.5.7, 4.6.7, and 4.7.7.  The construction area would also be fenced

to protect public safety, and the church would have a direct contact at

Sound Transit to discuss any issues of concern.  

 

Lynnwood Link Extension

2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses



Page 16

S-003-001

Thank you for your efforts in working on the initial development of the

Lynnwood Link Extension and for WSDOT's support for the project.

 

S-003-002

Sound Transit assumes that the I-5 freeway management systems will

need to be operational through construction in order to help ease

impacts of the construction.  The Final EIS clarifies this assumption in

Chapter 3, Transportation, Section 3.3. Sound Transit will continue to

coordinate with WSDOT to develop a detailed approach.
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S-003-003

Section 4.5 of the Final EIS includes revisions and clarifications to the

assessment of visual impacts based on specific comments by WSDOT. 

The Final EIS also provides updated discussion about Sound Transit's

approaches to minimize the loss of vegetation, particularly large trees, to

the extent feasible, with details to be defined during final design in

consultation with WSDOT.  Sound Transit understands the necessity to

mitigate loss of vegetation consistent with WSDOT roadside policies and

to mitigate impacts to areas acquired under the Highway Beautification

Act. Sound Transit will work with WSDOT to accomplish this.
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S-004-001

The Preferred Alternative is a modified C3, which has slightly more

impacts to wetlands, but also better balances other impacts and benefits.

This project will abide by all applicable federal, state, and local

environmental laws and regulations. Sound Transit’s policy on

ecosystem mitigation is to avoid impacts on environmentally sensitive

resources to the maximum extent practicable and to provide adequate

mitigation to ensure no net loss of ecosystem function and acreage as a

result of agency projects. The Lynnwood Link Extension would mitigate

impacts on ecosystem resources in accordance with the mitigation

sequencing requirements established by NEPA, SEPA, the Clean Water

Act, and local critical areas ordinances. The Preferred Alternative design

in the Final EIS has an alignment as well as structural and construction

elements that help avoid and minimize impacts; the Final EIS also

describes other mitigation that would be further defined during final

design and permitting, including seeking mitigation opportunities within

the Scriber Creek wetland complex.

 

S-004-002

All wetlands that may be affected by the Preferred Alternative will be

delineated consistent with state and federal delineation standards, and

wetland ratings will be updated as needed. Sound Transit will coordinate

with regulatory agencies during permitting. Thank you for your offer of

assistance during the application process.
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S-004-003

Thank you for the offer to assist with the OHWM determination for

Scriber Creek in the wetland complex.

 

S-004-004

Thank you for your comment. Sound Transit will comply with all

applicable certifications and design standards, including Clean Water Act

Section 401 Water Quality Certification and the Washington State

Department of Ecology (Ecology) Stormwater Manual for Western

Washington.

 

S-004-005

It is correct that there are no approved mitgation banks with service

areas in the project area.  The referenced statement is included to not

preclude the opportunity to use any future mitigation banks that may

have a service area within the project area.

 

S-004-006

If project-specific mitigation is developed for this project, site selection

would emphasize a watershed approach to consolidate compensatory

mitigation sites. Plans would be developed in cooperation with resource

agencies.

 

S-004-007

Thank you for your comment.  The text of the Final EIS has

been updated to clarify the roles of Ecology and the City of Mountlake

Terrace with regard to Lake Ballinger shoreline regulation.
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