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The Board is asked to identify preferred station locations for the Tacoma-to-Seattle Commuter Rail 
project for purposes of environmental review. The Board is also asked to adopt an environmental 
mitigation program for the project. Based on the preferred station locations identified and the 
adopted mitigation program, staff will complete the environmental review for the project and 
forward the Final NEP A Environmental Assessment to the Federal Transit Administration. 

BACKGROUND: 
The RT A is completing environmental review for the Seattle-Tacoma Sounder Commuter Rail 
project. This involves preparation of an Environmental Assessment (EA) in compliance with the 
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). The purpose of this environmental assessment is to 
provide environmental information to the Federal Transit Administration (Ff A) to support a 
decision on grant funding and to other federal agencies to support project permitting. The 
environmental review also includes an "expanded" environmental checklist in compliance with the 
State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) to support RTA Board actions on the project, as well as 
local permitting. 

The Federal Transit Administration's NEPA regulations provide that a final EA may identify an 
agency's preferred alternative and document the decision process that led to it. SEP A regulations 
allow agencies to identify preferred alternatives in environmental documents. To address these 
regulations, the Board is asked to identify preferred station locations for the project, selecting from 
the alternatives analyzed in the environmental documents. 

The RTA Board has had an opportunity to review the draft EA and environmental checklist and was 
briefed on February 12 on the impacts of, and choices among, the alternatives. Additional briefing 
will be provided to the Board on the alternate station locations before the Board is asked to make a 
decision on the preferred sites. That briefing will include market value, relocation cost and 
construction cost estimate information for the Kent station alternatives addressed in the 
environmental document. 

Staff has also developed an environmental Mitigation Program and is asking for Board review and 
approval of that program. Staff also requests authorization to include additional mitigation 
measures as determined to be appropriate as the environmental review process is completed. This 
environmental mitigation program is based on measures recommended as part of the environmental 
review process, and it has been shared with many of the affected local jurisdictions for their review. 
Once adopted by the Board, these and any other additional mitigation measures will be incorporated 
into the project. These measures will ensure that the project, as mitigated, will not have any 
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significant adverse environmental impacts. Once adopted, staff will complete the project SEP A 
review and will likely issue a mitigated determination of nonsignificance. 

The RTA began the environmental review process for this project in 1994 by holding community 
scoping meetings, preparing a preliminary environmental review document, and circulating the 
document for review by local jurisdictions. That environmental review was suspended in 1995, as 
the Regional Transit System Plan was revised after the first vote. The process resumed in 
September 1997 to reflect developments in project design, local conditions, and other factors. A 
new round of community meetings were held in October and November 1997 to inform the 
community of the RTA's revised plans, the schedule for environmental review, the opportunities for 
public involvement and the implementation schedule. 

A preliminary draft EA/Environmental Checklist was distributed to FT A and local jurisdictions for 
comment in November 1997. In December 1997, a draft EA/Environmental Checklist was then 
distributed for public review and comment. During that time, public information meetings were 
held in Puyallup, Kent, and Seattle. In addition, the RTA has coordinated with state and federal 
resource agencies. The period for public and agency comment on the draft document closed on 
January 30, 1998, and the RTA is considering the comments and is revising its environmental 
document to reflect and respond to those comments. 

This environmental review is a project-level environmental review and is part of phased 
environmental review under SEP A. It builds on prior plan-level review prepared by the Joint 
Regional Policy Committee (1993 Environmental Impact Statement on the Regional Transit System Plan) and the Puget Sound Regional Council (1995 Environmental Impact Statement on the 
Metropolitan Transportation Plan). The RTA's Major Investment Study completed in March 1997, and approved by the Puget Sound Regional Council, also addresses the project. Additional 
environmental review has been conducted by local jurisdictions as part of their Comprehensive Plan 
update process. 

The £A/Environmental Checklist provides a brief analysis of alternatives and environmental 
impacts. It is accompanied by a Technical Report that includes more detailed information. The 
purpose of the EA is to provide the FT A with the information required to determine whether to 
prepare a full Environmental Impact Statement or to issue a Finding of No Significant Impact 
(FONSI). 

The EA/Environmental Checklist addresses the development of nine commuter rail stations and the 
track and signal improvements required to provide peak hour commuter services between Tacoma 
and Seattle starting in December 1999. Impacts discussed in the document include the effect of 
development on land use, transportation, air quality, noise, biological resources, historical and 
archaeological resources, and visual quality, among other elements. The draft environmental 
assessment indicates that a fast and effective transportation alternative can be provided cost 
effectively and implemented on schedule, and that environmental impacts identified can be 
mitigated through project design. 

RELEVANT BOARD POLICIES AND PREVIOUS ACTIONS TAKEN: 
• Adoption of Sound Move (Resolution No. 72). 
• Adoption of 1998 Budget (Resolution No. 101). 
• Also see Background discussion above. 
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KEY FEATURES: 
• 
• 

Identifies preferred station locations for purposes of environmental analysis . 
Adopts an environmental mitigation program . 

• Directs Staff to finalize environmental documentation and forward to the FT A. 

FUTURE BOARD DISCUSSIONS AND ACTIONS: 
• Final selection of station locations, following completion of environmental review. 

FUNDING: 
The proposed action is consistent with the adopted budget. 

ALTERNATIVES: 
Delay identification of preferred station locations and adoption of environmental mitigation 
program to a later time. 

CONSEQUENCES OF DELAY: 
Postponing these decisions would result in extending the schedule for environmental review, which 
would delay Board actions necessary to implement the project. 
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Regional Transit Authority 
Motion No. 98-19 

A motion of the Board of the Regional Transit Authority for the Pierce, King, and 

Snohomish Counties region identifying preferred station locations, adopting an 

environmental mitigation program, and directing staff to finalize the environmental review 

of the Tacoma-to-Seattle Commuter Rail project. 

Background: 

The RTA is undertaking environmental review of Sound Move's Tacoma-to-Seattle Commuter Rail 

project. A draft NEPA Environmental Assessment ("EA") and SEPA environmental checklist has 

been prepared that identifies station location alternatives. In progressing with the environmental 

review, staff has requested direction from the RT A Board to identify preferred station locations and 

adopt an environmental mitigation program. 

Motion: 

It is hereby moved by the Board of the Regional Transit Authority that staff is authorized to 

complete the environmental review for the Tacoma-to-Seattle Commuter Rail project with the 

following direction: 

1. For the Tacoma-to-Seattle Commuter Rail project, the RTA identifies the following sites (as 

more fully described in the draft EA and checklist) as the preferred station locations for 

purposes of environmental review: 

• Tacoma (interim) 

• Downtown Puyallup 

• Downtown Sumner 

• Downtown Auburn 

• Longacres 

• Boeing Access Road 

• Georgetown 

• Seattle King Street 

2. Adopt an environmental mitigation program for the project, substantially in the form attached as 

Exhibit A, and authorize staff to include additional mitigation measures as determined to be 

appropriate as the environmental review process is completed. 

3. Finalize the project environmental review, based on the preferred station locations identified 

above and the adopted mitigation program . 



Approved by the Board of the Regional Transit Authority for the Pierce, King, and Snohomish 
Counties region at a regular meeting thereof on the 12t day of M ch, 1998. 

ATTEST: 

Marcia Walker 
Board Administrator 

Bob Drewel 
Board Chair 












