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SEPA CHECKLIST OUTREACH SUMMARY - FINAL 

 Puyallup Station Access Improvements | Comment period: Feb. 17 – Mar. 2, 2016 

 
Background and purpose  

Sound Transit released the Determination of Non-significance (DNS) for the State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) 
checklist for the Puyallup Station Access Improvements Project on February 17, 2016. In conjunction with the major 
milestone, Sound Transit hosted an open house at Puyallup City Hall on February 23, 2016 to provide a project update 
and give the community an opportunity to review the environmental documents and submit in-person comments on the 
checklist. The public comment period was open through March 2, 2016. Sound Transit received two agency comments 
and one public comment on the SEPA checklist. Comments received during the environmental comment period will be 
reviewed and taken into consideration by the Sound Transit Board when selecting the project to be built in spring 2016. 

 

Participation by the numbers 

 One open house at Puyallup City Hall 

 Over 30 event posters were distributed at key locations 

 Direct mail to over 1,500 residences/businesses 

 Email updates to 1,150 subscribers 

 Almost 70 individuals attended the public meeting  

 Almost 830 total visits to the online open house 

 Two agency comments on the SEPA checklist  

 One public comment on the SEPA checklist 

 

Audience 

Target audiences included: 

 Individual residents and businesses 

 Commuters and transit riders, particularly of Sound Transit services 

 Public officials and regional leaders 

 Community organizations such as the local Eagles chapter 

 Environmental organizations, including bicycle, pedestrian and land use groups 

 Business interest groups such as local chamber of commerce organizations 

 

Outreach methods and tools 

Project website 

Sound Transit’s project page, www.soundtransit.org/PuyallupImprovements, directed visitors to the online 
open house at puyallupaccess.publicmeetings.info for all of the information available at the public meeting.  

 

Email updates 

A project-specific email update was sent to a project list of 1,150 subscribers before (2/17/16) and after 
(2/24/16) the public meeting. Target emails were also sent to key stakeholders, including: 

http://www.soundtransit.org/PuyallupImprovements
http://puyallupaccess.publicmeeting.info/
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 Puyallup roundtable stakeholder group 

 Puyallup Chamber of Commerce 

 Main Street Association 

 Puyallup Elks Lodge 

 Puyallup Eagles 

 

Online open house 

The online open house was available online from February 17 to March 2, 2016. During that period, 827 total 
visits, with 678 unique visitors were recorded. The online open house displayed the same information shared 
at the in-person February 23 open house. It also directed visitors to the environmental documents located on 
Sound Transit’s project website which described how to comment on the SEPA Checklist. A Google Translate 
tool was built into the online open house in case any participants needed translated information.  

 

Mailer 

A postcard was sent to over 1,500 residents and businesses within a half mile radius of the station, and arrived 
in mailboxes beginning the week of February 8, 2016. The postcard announced the open house date and the 
environmental comment period. It also provided contact information to provide comment and included a TTY 
Relay phone number and email address.  

 

Poster distribution 

Large posters (11”x17”) were printed, detailing the public meeting information and environmental comment 
period. They were distributed seven days before the public meeting. Over 30 posters were distributed at key 
locations, including the station, Puyallup City Hall, Puyallup Public Library, community centers and nearby 
businesses. 

 

Social media campaigns 

Facebook was used as a marketing tool to reach the online social media community. Sound Transit promoted 
the public meeting on the agency’s Facebook page on February 23, 2016. 

 

Online display advertisements 

Advertisements linked to the online open house ran in the following publications: 

 Tacoma News Tribune (2/17 – 3/2) 

 Puyallup Herald (2/17 – 3/2) 

 

Community calendar and blogs 

Event information was posted in local online platforms: 

 Puyallup Patch: patch.com/washington/puyallup 

 South Sound Business event calendar: www.businessexaminer.com/calendar/ 

 City of Puyallup: cityofpuyallup.org  

 

Press release 

http://patch.com/washington/puyallup
http://www.businessexaminer.com/calendar/
http://cityofpuyallup.org/
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On February 22, 2016, Sound Transit published a press release announcing the open house. For the full press 
release, please see Appendix A. 

 

Public meeting 

A total of 68 people attended the evening meeting. Attendees were asked to sign in upon arrival and sign up 
for the project email list. Most attendees heard about the meeting through the project email update or from the 
Eagles organization. The table below quantifies how attendees reported hearing about the meeting. 

 

Table 1. How attendees heard about the open houses 
Email  7 

Mailer 1 

Website 0 

Press Release 0 

Social Media 
(Facebook/Twitter) 

1 

Poster/Flyer 1 

Display Ad 2 

Walk In 0 

Word of Mouth 4 

Did Not Respond 45 

Eagles 7 

Total Attendees 68 

 

Format and content 

The open house was advertised for 4 – 6 p.m. The format consisted of an interactive open house where 
attendees learned about the station access improvements from informational displays (Appendix B) and 
engaged in conversations with staff about the project. The displays shared details about the project 
background, cost, schedule, proposed station access improvements and SEPA Checklist results. A video 
illustrated the proposed traffic improvements on Stewart Ave to alleviate an increase in traffic around the 
garage. The final display encouraged people to sign up for email updates and briefly outlined Sound Transit’s 
next steps leading up to construction.   

 

Comment collection 

Comments on the SEPA checklist were accepted in the following ways: 

 SEPA checklist comment forms completed at the open house 

 Email 

 Mail 
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Comment summary 

Agency comments 

The Department of Ecology provided comments on the following areas. Please see Appendix C for the full letter. 

 Toxic Cleanup 

 Hazardous Waste & Toxic Reduction 

 Waste 2 Resources 

 Water Quality  

 

The City of Puyallup provided comments on the following areas. Please see Appendix D for the full letter. 

 Environmental Checklist 

 Visual Impact Assessment 

 Transportation Technical Report 

 

The Puyallup School District provided comments on the following areas. Please see Appendix E for the full 
letter. 

 Traffic impacts 

 Safety at pedestrian crossings 

 School bus impacts 

 Construction 

 

Public comments 

One constituent submitted the below public comment about the project description. 

 

Dear Sir: 

                I’m an Eagle from Puyallup.  my concern is that you want extra parking and your trying 

to get our Eagles for a location.  You have a parking lot that holds about 360 slots for parking….If 

you put a 4 or 5 Tier in this location you could have over 1600 parking spaces for your 

Customers.  I do believe this would be sufficient for many years to come… 

Francis J.f. Pinchbeck 
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Appendix A – Press release 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE — Feb. 22, 2015 

Sound Transit to host open house on Puyallup Sounder station improvements  
  
Public can review conceptual designs for proposed garage, comment on 
environmental review  
  

Sound Transit will conduct an informational open house Tuesday, Feb. 23 from 4 to 6 p.m. at 

Puyallup City Hall, 333 S. Meridian. At the event, staff will share conceptual designs for a 

proposed garage and other non-motorized access improvements at the Puyallup Sounder station. 

The public will also have the chance to comment on the environmental analysis for the project. 

  

People unable to attend the event can visit an online open house at 

puyallupaccess.publicmeeting.info. 

  

In the 2008 Sound Transit 2 ballot measure, voters approved funding for improving commuter 

access to Sounder train stations. Station improvements being considered include more parking, 

enhanced connections for pedestrians and bicycle users, and bus access improvements.  

  

The open house will provide an opportunity to discuss and provide comment on the environmental 

analysis that examines the benefits and potential impacts of a proposed 503-stall garage, as well as 

other station access improvements. The Sound Transit Board of Directors is scheduled to select the 

project to build this spring.  

  

More information on Sounder station improvements can be found at 

soundtransit.org/PuyallupImprovements. 

  

The Determination of Non-significance (DNS) and the State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) 

checklist are available online at soundtransit.org/puyallupimprovements/environmental-evaluation-

reports.The comment period ends Mar. 2. 

  

  

CONTACT: Kimberly Reason—(206) 689-3343 or kimberly.reason@soundtransit.org 

  

  

-- Sound Transit plans, builds and operates regional transit systems and services to 
improve mobility for Central Puget Sound. -- 

  

http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTYwMjE3LjU1MzMwMTIxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE2MDIxNy41NTMzMDEyMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE2OTk0MDY2JmVtYWlsaWQ9a2ltYmVybHkucmVhc29uQHNvdW5kdHJhbnNpdC5vcmcmdXNlcmlkPWtpbWJlcmx5LnJlYXNvbkBzb3VuZHRyYW5zaXQub3JnJmZsPSZleHRyYT1NdWx0aXZhcmlhdGVJZD0mJiY=&&&101&&&http://puyallupaccess.publicmeeting.info/
http://www.soundtransit.org/PuyallupImprovements
mailto:kimberly.reason@soundtransit.org
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Appendix B – Open house boards  
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Appendix C – Department of Ecology Comments 
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Appendix D – City of Puyallup Comments 
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Appendix E – Puyallup School District Comments 

 
  



 
SEPA Checklist Outreach Summary - FINAL                                                        Last updated: 3/22/2016 
Sounder Station Access   23 

 
  



 
SEPA Checklist Outreach Summary - FINAL                                                        Last updated: 3/22/2016 
Sounder Station Access   24 

 
  



 
SEPA Checklist Outreach Summary - FINAL                                                        Last updated: 3/22/2016 
Sounder Station Access   25 

 
  



 
SEPA Checklist Outreach Summary - FINAL                                                        Last updated: 3/22/2016 
Sounder Station Access   26 

 
  



 
SEPA Checklist Outreach Summary - FINAL                                                        Last updated: 3/22/2016 
Sounder Station Access   27 

 


